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MEDIA RELEASE: July 2009

Tarantara & Ooh La La! 3\

A delightful concert of witty and whimsical
operetta, with music by Gilbert & Sullivan, Jacques e 4 \l' :
Offenbach, Franz Lehdr and Johann Strauss, -
performed by artists from Stopera, the ACT’s
award-winning opera company.

Sunday 9 August 2pm
Tuggeranong Arts Centre

Enjoy an afternoon of 19" century romance and comedy as Stopera explores the
wonderful world of operetta. The wit and bluster of the British music-hall, the old world
romance and charm of Vienna, and the boulevarde humour of belle-époque Paris are all
captured in light-hearted music by the masters of operetta: Gilbert and Sullivan, Strauss,
Lehar and Offenbach.

“Stopera is delighted to be part of the Tuggeranong Arts Centre’s series of Sunday
afternoon concerts,” says Vivienne Winther, Stopera’s Artistic Director.

“A brand new grand piano turns the Tuggeranong Arts Centre Theatre into an excellent
recital venue for the ACT, that’s ideal for this entertaining operetta concert.”

The well-known performers featured in this concert are from Canberra’s award-winning
opera company, Stopera, and regularly appear in concerts and stage productions in the
ACT and beyond.

Vivienne Winther is the pianist for this concert, and devised the program of operetta from
three countries, which features the talents, both dramatic and comedic, of three very fine
singers.

Rebecca Collins and Christina Wilson were soloists in the 2007 and 2008 Stopera
spectaculars, Opera by the Lake. Paul Cambridge was an imposing King in Stopera’s
recent popular children’s opera presented by Tuggeranong Community Arts, The Frog
Prince, with Rebecca Collins playing a fairy-tale princess.

Popular arias, duets and ensembles from The Mikado, The Pirates of Penzance, The
Merry Widow, Die Fledermaus and Tales of Hoffman will delight audiences of all ages.
Don’'t miss a light-hearted and enjoyable afternoon of music with Stopera, at the
Tuggeranong Arts Centre on Sunday 9 August 2pm.

Details of artists and event summary follow on next two pages.

Media inquiries: For interviews with the artists and photos please contact
Vivienne Winther: director@stopera.org.au ph 6232 4082 /6230 7190
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Stopera

Described in The Australian Financial Review as 'one of the most adventurous and
stylish independent opera companies in the country', Stopera has presented more than
twenty opera seasons and concert series in the ACT and interstate since 1995. With an
exciting range of theatre productions, festival events and concerts, Stopera’s impressive
operatic repertoire features ten Australian premieres, and extends from the Baroque
delights of Handel to the cabaret of Kurt Weill.

Rebecca Collins soprano

Rebecca Collins is a winner of the National Aria Competition and has appeared in
principal roles for Opera Queensland, Opera Australia and OzOpera, as well as
performing at international festivals such as the Colorado Music Festival and the AIMS
Festival in Graz. Rebecca is well known to ACT audiences for her lead roles in
Stopera’s Australian premieres of Jane Eyre and Nigredo Hotel, and her concert
performances at the National Multicultural Festival and the Canberra International
Chamber Music Festival. Rebecca was a soloist in Stopera’s Opera by the Lake in 2007
and 2008 and appeared in the 2009 hit production Jacques Brel is alive and well and
living in Paris at The Street Theatre.

Paul Cambridge bass

Paul Cambridge was born in England and studied piano and trumpet throughout his
childhood, before being chosen to sing the bass solo in Vivaldi's Gloria for a school
performance. He is currently studying at the ANU School of Music with Opera Australia
principal bass Stephen Bennett. Paul has sung with many companies in Sydney
including Rockdale Opera and The Australian Italian Opera Company. His stage roles
include Sparafucile in Rigoletto, Caiaphas in Jesus Christ Superstar, The Sergeant of
Police in The Pirates of Penzance and the Bass solo in Handel’'s Messiah. Paul plays an
imposing King in Stopera’s children’s opera, The Frog Prince.

Christina Wilson mezzo soprano

Christina Wilson is a graduate of the Canberra School of Music, the Royal Northern
College of Music, Manchester, and the National Opera Studio in London. She has
returned home to Canberra after many years in the UK, where she performed with a
number of international opera companies, including Wexford Festival Opera, Belfast
Opera and Glyndebourne Festival Opera, and in concert at the Royal Albert Hall,
Wigmore Hall, Westminster Abbey, Canterbury Cathedral, and the Paris Conservatoire.
Christina is currently lecturing in voice at the ANU School of Music and regularly appears
in recitals with her husband, pianist Alan Hicks. Christina was a soloist in Stopera’s
Opera by the Lake in 2007 and 2008

Vivienne Winther director / piano

Vivienne Winther is Artistic Director of Stopera and has played a leading role in the
production and performance of many notable opera and concert events for the company
since 1997. She is also Artistic Director of Music For Everyone, the ACT’s community
music organisation, and a part-time lecturer in piano at the ANU School of Music.
Vivienne has appeared in concert for the National Gallery of Australia, Canberra
International Music Festival, Sydney Schubert Society, and as a recording artist for ABC
Classic FM. Vivienne has accompanied and coached singers from Opera Australia,
Victorian State Opera, Beijing Central Opera and Cologne Opera. In November 2005,
Vivienne was named The Canberra Times Artist of the Year, for her vision and
achievement in gaining national and international recognition for opera in the ACT.
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EVENT SUMMARY:

Tuggeranong Arts Centre and Stopera presents

Tarantara & Ooh La La!

A delightful concert of witty and whimsical operetta, with music by Gilbert & Sullivan,
Jacques Offenbach, Franz Lehar and Johann Strauss, performed by artists from Stopera,
the ACT’s award-winning opera company. The program includes popular excerpts from
The Pirates of Penzance, The Mikado, The Tales of Hoffmann, The Merry Widow, and
Die Fledermaus. Join Stopera artists soprano Rebecca Collins, bass Paul Cambridge,
mezzo soprano Christina Wilson and pianist Vivienne Winther for an entertaining
afternoon of romance, comedy and song.

WHEN: Sunday 9 August 2pm

WHERE: Tuggeranong Community Centre, 245 Cowlishaw St, Tuggeranong
TICKETS: $20/$15 concession

BOOKINGS & INQUIRIES: 6293 1443

MORE INFO: www.tuggeranongarts.com www.stopera.org.au

Media inquiries only:
For interviews with the artists and photos please contact
Vivienne Winther: director@stopera.org.au ph 6232 4082 /6230 7190
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Photo details: Photos by Greg Marginson
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Stopera Tarantara 2:
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Rebecca Collins
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